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wani«d to in««t lh« Duk* 
«I Edinburgh. The (ormar Oapuiy 
C<Mninand«r-ia-Chi«( of Scriha Com¬ 
mand. now in hit ■avaniirt. taya ha 
rulad oui tueh a maecing for aecuniy 
raaaona. 

Ona alian’t vItU to Earth andad 
when ha was baatan lo death with a 
iciak by a taenaga boy. according to a 
rapori from Puerto Rico. 

Chino Zayaa cama acroM a group 
of craaiurct going Into a cava in 
mouniaint b^md Santiago in t9M. 

Sargaani Benfamm Moralaa of Sa* 
Unaa pobca aaid. *’U had a head too 
large for ila body and pointy little 
aara. Ht akin wat grayith graan " 

Preserved 


nLE ONE 

Case of the housewife 
and the fkjaBng TV screen 

UNUHE many wllMaaM. hauaa- 
wifa Cyntnia AppJaten waan’t 
Biona In a gulat country araa 
whan ah# alghlad har ’alban*- 
ha auodaniy appaaratf In har 

And whan aha wandarafl 
wham the taC man In p (ight*g1« 
ting aiitary gannant hod coma 
ham, the anawar *ham anotha* 
world* pappad lalapathieaMy 
Ma har hraOi. 

The ataalurp *tald* Mra 
AppJaion oa had cama ta gat 
Utanivm, fhan batwaan hla eat* 
atratchad haitda appaaraa a 
acroan an whic h aha ceuld aoa 
a ■paeaerah. 

On a aaaand alaH iha alian 
brought a campaWon. Tlwy taM 
har thay aama Iran Ohanae 
Vahn. a place an Vanua. 

Thay aaid her brain waa ault* 
abla to witnata thair pta|»«tad 
Imagta. Aathar Qaed aaya et 
tha 19S7 Ineldant: *Thla pro* 
Jactad Imago la one al a boat af 
maniai ai*o tachAkal laata 
eadaui axtrmarToalHaia arc Jh 
capaMaaf.* i|C 


Case of the mother 
paralysed by silver disc 

JEdSlE Rooatanbvrg waa tn an 
MfthouM bahlne nar eattaga at 
Ramon, dtafferdfthlta, whan aha 
hoard a laud ntaaing aownd. like 
a WockanUth putting a hot Iron 
Into wplar. 

Sha eaanad avtalda and aaw 
har (Wo yowng aorta lying hat on 
tha ground. Thay ahautad, 
"htummy, thara’a a Hying 
aauctrl* She aald: *1 aaw auw 
ponded In the air a mnaal'ra 
diae, bright allvor and ahapad 
Ika 8 h'waksR hpt. In the n.:i* 
die waa a tubular light going 
round vary ilewiy. 

*tt had a demahka glaaa and 
Inalda war* two balnga leobfng 
dawn el ua. 

'They warn the moat beautiful 
paepia I save aaan but thay 
waran t human. 

*Thay wara waaitng vi«id blue 
and had hah Mwia ever thalr 
haada.* 

Sha aald of tha anceuntar: 'I 
couldn’t rtrava. I waa paralyaad. 
Tha araft el'clad tha eol* 
taga, man aitet up vanicah fa 
ly and dlaappadrod,' 


Chamiatry professor CaliMO Parax. 
who aaamifiad tha bo4y. told "In my 
It w as cAtfatetTaatfial " 

Tha rreararr wo/ prrseraed In • 
oteas lor oJ rAe Zoyo/ Apma On* doy 
mtn efetmind rp br /ram rh« (/5 
/pace agency ^A5A ccifrd and rooir 
It away, /ay iha/amtly 

Puerto Rico has long bean regarded 
aa a pMaibla ana lor an alien baa# 
for lour decadal Ihcra have bean 
reports of diac-shaped apaeacrafi 
But sightings hierally cover tha 

f loba In Italy, phoiographar 
ilibarto Caponi claims to have mat 
an alien eiaaiurt several times out* 
side hia houae in Abru/so Ha cap- 
lured ii on Polaroid film m 19^3 
■ Aaamae uwn »**" OaM Swm* tmawwws 
wan SaiwianvaMWW Or >«naaw Oaao W «• OvO 
9. Cwaw* wa tnwMw, CIS as 


rr wa* a journey that news* 
agent Hubert Lewie had made 
hundreds of times before. 

Dawn had yet lo br«sk ov«r the de- 
serled country lane ei he wearily 
pewared hie old bicycle through the 

All h« could think o[ wii goltlng id lh« 

Shropshire town of Church Siraiton to cellaol 
Iha nawipapars walilng thara for Mm and 
gatling homo as quickly as possibia. 

At firtt Lrwl* borafy noUerd iha roll /Ipura / 

ttanJtnp in rha road ohaed Sul o aacond 
g/pfiaa oroughr Kim ttumbllnf lo halt^/or hov* 
tfing in rha sky, lo iht right *f iha iirongar. 
was a elreitlor ebfsel, 60 le JO 0 /r ocro// 

Ths panicking hawaagant cried out. 
minding le knew who er whtt waa thara. Bui KILLED: CrMtura w« 6MUn 
Iha lali figure anawerad him. saying n ee . ■ . . 

(here was "no need lo be alarmed". Bv ROY STQCKDILL 

Lewia reealladr My vlajtof apeke 

QuUa clear English. He laid me I had evidence luggeaia that lavaral asua* 
nothing io fear from the fulura. larrasirial raeaa have aaiabllahad un- 
kn.w o/my irdudlM end m,n. Ctriround end und«n» »>••« on 
lldn.d numMd/p.opI* f Add kddwd. Sinn, perhep. •• a <aiil»a dl dp*ri- 
Ha wlitiid mr i».ll-</ia« uunlaliad " ‘I®"* wlih't Ilia Ml*' ' 

Thirty minulaa had allppedby-and I** ''®» • Shatllald-baaad 

all Iha lima Iha circular db|ael had '"•''I*' raaaarchar jMlIa. w.inaaaed 
AhflvA uahieiiin. enfiie. thon known to h#r as Mark land 

A yaar or ad'la.ar, lo l*. aJmitar »1 

15Se. Iha Shropah.ra nawiapanl waa ^*nl!.?iV^-Lli..**i5iii. k./i .......i 

eonirontad by anolhar dl Iha alrtnia '"“S'”?,’?;"* "TVi 

u ... .V . 1 — . . ri lu * maat hia with Mark and anoihaf 

baingl-thii llnia m l field. , 1 „„ .J,, ^hay ,a,d lhay wara Ironi 

Tha lacohd airanpr. laya Law.a- ,„ainar aolar ayttaiB. bui ahai ihair 
who had taken on iha appaaranca of ,, ^.o baaai in South Amence. 

a human mila-elaimaO ha waa from ,na iha So.ial Onion 

Vanui and ihal olhar aliani from hla ..Onea ihay aa.ad har Id Irinalala a 
planai wara livltij atnoni ui. Ruailan manuier.pi ii iha Brtilah 

II wai arrangad lhal Lawla would Muiaum," Good laya. 
lake Iha train id London lo maal iha .jn, c„ri,ad oiaola for Iham or Aar 
alien, who brought with him a aaeond London flat. Belli Mark and Vol Add 
Visitor, t (smale etrfeet manntrt, enioyed winr and 

Thay ware "wall drassad. dark, t,ad a ereoi stnss of fiumovr." 
with a Ukrnass to Cofttiftantals." In igTg jj„ Siadlaeki wiinassad a 

Thay wsm to Hyde Park and i*\,«ar-shapad craft land In Leads, 
siroklad for an hour by the barpan- Two 4{i humanoid flguras appearad 
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X SKy ui^uwas 

got my father, who is quite a ^oloSG tO 
sceptic.” V/*wa-aw w w 

The father said; “It really i 1 ^rs 
was strange. The first ItSHlIlCi 

impression 1 got was that it y , . . , 

was an airaaft with its lights unidentined, wingless 

on but it did not scream traveling at high 

down, it just floated lower SP®®“ passed dangerously 
and lower behind Shepherds close to a Syns^r jetliner 
Way between Philadelphia and 

“I’ve no idea what it 

“ *-i* The pilot and co-pilot gave 
round and there was no tail investigators different 

L^.Wh •*. * descriptions of the object 

i^uld be imerested o know .^^ich passed about 50 vardi 
ifimyoneelse saw u. 7^7 after n 

If you saw the same had taken ofTfrom Philadel 
QO}tc{ on Saturday night, or phia on August 9. 
have a down-to-earth The pilot told the Uf 
explanation for it. telephone National Transportatior 
the News on (01799) 522218. Safety Board that the objec’ 
A spokesman for Saffron was long and wingless, bu 
Walden police said: "We the copilot said it was tnon 
have had no reports of any spherical, said Swissai 
sightings of a UFO. I think .spokesman Erwin Schaerer 
I’d remember that one.” The incident was at 23.00i 


■ SAFFRON WALDEN; 

Two men who claim 
they saw a UFO are 
appealing to anyone who 
may have seen 
something similar to 
contact them. 

The father and son say 
the object was boveriog in 
the sky when they looked 
out of the window of their 
Radwinler Road home at 
about 10.30pm on Saturday. 

They said the bright red 
circular UFO appeared lo 
be heading in (he direciioo 
of Shepherds Way. 

“At first I thought it was 
a firework it was such a 
bright light,” said the son, 
“but it didn’t fall like a 
firework. It appeared to be 
powered and it Iloaied 
gradually out of view. 

"It was very curious and 1 
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Six 


more 
fireballs 
seen over 
Alyth 

REPORTS OF a bizarre 
smoking fireball seen in the 
skv over the Perthshire 
village of Alyth last Friday 
have prompted another 
Courier reader to relate his 
similar experience at the 
weekend. 

Meteorologists and the 

military have been unable 
to provide any reasonable 
explanation for the 
phenomenon and the 
police, who were alened by 
witnesses who feared an 
aircraft might be in trouble, 
found no evidence of 
wreckage or debris. 

After reading the report 
of Friday's baffling incident 
in yesterday's newspaper, 
John Easson, who lives 
near the Backwater Dam, 
phoned The Courier last 
night with his account of 
six airborne fireballs in the 
same vicinity on Saturday. 

"At about 5 pm on Satur¬ 
day I was driving up the 
glen about half a mile 
below McRitch Farm when 
my wife and I noticed 
something odd in the sky," 
he said. 

"There was what we took 
to be a large aircraft very 
high up in the sky—it was 
the vapour trail of it that we 
saw first—and these five or 
even six fireballs appar¬ 
ently coming from the area 
of the aircraft." 

Puzzled by what he was 
seeing Mr Easson said he 
and his wife sat for several 
minutes watching the 
drama unfold. 

"I couldn’t begin to guess 
at what height this was 
happening at." he said. 

"1 know that some mili¬ 
tary aircraft can release 
flares to jam radar and 
missiles and the like but I 
couldn't say if that was 
what we were seeing. 

"All 1 can say is that 
these things were very, 
very bright—even in what 
was still broad daylight— 
and I've never seen any¬ 
thing like It before." 


A TUNBRIDGE WELLS ' 
couple are recovering from • 
a brush with the other side 
after a late night trip home 
turned into a close en¬ 
counter with a mysterious 
flying object. 

Sally Rouse and Craig Rock 
were travelling down the A21 
at 1.30am on their way home 
from Biggin Hill when they 
caught sight of a brightly-lit, 
disk-shaped craft hovering 
nearby. 

Recounting the chilling tale. 
Miss Rouse, 22. of Mountfield 
Road, said: "As we were driving 
along I looked beside me and 
thought ‘whafs that?' I thought it 
was a helicopter with a spotlight 
underneath. Craig got really ex¬ 
cited and said 'it’s a UFO’. 


"It was round with Hashing lights 


By Andrew Fraser 

going one after the other lighting up 
the clouds around it. I was scared we 
were going to crash because Craig 
was not concentrating on the road. It 
was hovering and then disappeared." 

They turned off the road at Ton- 
bridge but had not seen the last of the 
strange object which appeared again 
as they were driving up Quarry Hill. 

"This time it was much closer and i 
we felt like it was following us. It was I 
very creepy. Thai's when I was really 
scared and started shaking. Craig 
wanted to stop the car and take a look 
but I just wanted to go home." she 
added. 

Despite a few sceptical comments 
from people she has spoken to about 
the incident Miss Rouse remains 
adamant that her close encounter was 
ail too real. 

"We have all seen Men in Black re¬ 
cently so maybe our imaginations are 
going wild, but I know what I saw and 
it couldn't have been a helicopter or a 
plane." she concluded. 


ILFORD RECORDER 
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20 YEARS AGO 


fl MASKED guAcnen nmnwd • gwige 

«4r lod sped aff wiih £5,000 takiJip 

ID • daring diylighl iNVoop. 

The md took place ei HiRs Auiomobiks. 
High Road, >A«hodford Cieeai Tbt ounager bad 
juac left ihe ginge ofTice lad was canying ihe 
tAluAgs by car (0 ifac baaK. 

A fnnsit van ften the ear park of the 
pub Deal door and rammed uuo (he back of hia 
car. 

Pour men lept eui of Oie vu bnr>dishiAg • 
sawn>cff shoiguD and a revolver. A Uurd n>der 
smaahed ihe rear car windmv and anaiehed ibe 
cash. 

A Silver Gftnfde. drrven by e fifth membet. 
rmreracd lo the robbery scene and the gang 
/umped in and li sped off. 

■ PLYIHC Mucer etperti were eaaminmg the 
puuhng KFO - Haiuult Plying Object 

Dezeru of people iponed die "light in ibe 
sky" as ii glffwed menacingly above the forest 
area. 

The light turned an early mormng drive hooie 
from a party mio a temfying ordeal for a 
mamed couple aa it "chased" them afoog Portal 


Road ia Hainaull 

Maureee and Terry McCreanor, of Leigh 
AveiMie ui Rush Creeo, ended ibe dnve 
dremaocally ouuide Dageitham poUce suiioo. 

The UFO Vita voineased by scveetl olTicere 
OQ early tDoniog duty. mesdent waa 
inveiugaced by a ilPO study group in 
corviecuoa with previoua rtporra of myaiersous 
lighls over die forest. 

■ SISTCItS Leigh and Denaa Xeaes wemed le adept 
e lo>ebk gondiBa le itare iheir ehddhoed • but di^ . 
ended geniag mere ihan Uiey hir|aiaed fee 

The Bubbly Barkingside due, and their fnead 
Anfehoue Isaacs, made regular vinij le ihe Green 
Ebns Hoeae le Meuford Oieen to ^esv up ihe 
penaieaer*. 

Leigh, 12 . said: 'We low eemmg here Wa bavt 
more grannies dies •« bargained lar.' 

Leigh and her KhyeanoM titter, who loii these 
e«* geinay five years prmeusly. gave fnv*«ca) 
cencena for ihc eevdema ef Iha Barfemgside heme 

Mairen Mrs Beryl Reed said 'They arc 
marvtUeua caaUren who bring a let of >«y te Ihc eld 
Mk. 

'Thesgh Ihc peDaicmm ha*c grindehildrcii. ihey 
Imv lb see the gets because ihey bnghiea up Uietr 

day* 


Are aliens being cut off 
by gas in the galaxy? 


IF little green men really are 
trying to call Earth, they may be 
having problems getting through. 
According to B new theory from 
astronomers, signals from alien 
civilisations to mankind are likely to 
be disrupted by vast ^ouds of gas. 
deep in the heart of space. 

If the theory is right, we may have 
already been contacted by extra 
terrestnals — but failed to recognise 
the message. 

Every year intriguing radio signals 
are picked up by U.S. scientists 
working for SETT — the Search for 
Extra Terrestrial Intelligence. 

But because the signals have been 
fleeting, and have never been 
repeated, they have been put down to 
random noise from space or glitches 
in the equipment rather than calls 
from another civilisation. 

Now some of the most respected 
astronomers in America say those 


brief messages might herald 
tantalising clues about deep space. 
Few radio signals picked up by SETT 
have ever lasted more than 20 or 30 
seconds, supporting the old random 
origins theory. 

But a new academic paper says the 
signals may be distorted by 
electrically charged gas between the 
stars. 

This could alter a reading by 20 times, 
either boosting it or reducing it. 

That means scientists would have to 
search a patch of sky tens of 
thousands of times before they had a 
chance of recordmg a repeat signal 
whatever its origins. 

According to Joseph Lazio, one of the 
paper's authors, current SETl data is 
Inconclusive- 'It's compatible with 
both zero and tens of thousands of 
ET civilisations,' he said. ‘Many more 
observations are needed before we 
can say anything concrete.' 


Daily Mail. Thursday, January 8,1998 



‘1 was abducted b y aliens’ 


By JOE BRADY 


cd 

CD 


POLICE are investigating a claim by a radio station boss tbat be 

and his dog were kidnapped by aliens when he disappeared ® rC 

*^°Po!ice^and vo^umeere scoured the area when broad^ter Lawrence John, 

Ss a complete blank. But I have 

absolutely no doubt I was 
abducted by aliens. 

“Otherwise, how could I 
have survived for more 
than three days?” 

Lawrence had arranged 
to meet two students at 
the St Patrick’s Chair and 
Well Forest straddling 
Northern Ireland’s. 

Armagh-Monaghan border 
last Saturday night. 

Richard Bingham, 20, 
and brother Scott, 17, 
were researching UFOs 
and had heard a claim by 
Lawrence that he had 
previously encountered 
aliens in the forest. 

When ike brothers 
arrived ai the rem/erve>u5 
and found Lawrence's Jeep 
empty they alerted police. 

But a search found 
nothing until Lawrence 
walked out of the forest oo 
Wednesday morning. 

Lawrence, who has had 
nightmares since his 
ordeal, said; “1 was wailing 
for the brothers when 1 
saw a blinding light. 

“1 remember running 
towards it with Lobo 
beside me. After that 1 
can recall nothing until I 
woke up with the dog 
lying on top of me. 

"I had no idea it was 
Wednesday. The police 
said they had combed the 
forest for me." 

An RUC spokesman 
confirmed the incident was 
under investigation. 

A search volunteer said: 

"There is no way he could 
have survived for Jour 
nif’hts in cold weather in 
just casual clothes." 
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The Men 
in Block 
are real 


By DAVID CRAWFORD 

TIIIC Seals Rranilail 
.who look an alivii snap 
that sliai'kcrt Itie win lil 
Iasi niglH revealed he 
wa.s visilfil I'V i"'<> re‘"' 
lifrrMcn in Black. 

Bill relireil fireiiian 
Jim rcmpicloii. from 
Carlisle, wnu'l ft» lo see 
ihc llollvwmiil mmse. 
of the same name-•'O 
case il JirinRS hack 
unpleasanl meiimnes. 

■ The ■7-Vcar-old 
pholnRraphcil the 
fimousiSolway Space¬ 
man in 191M- 
And the Itcsei't Ital 
has now revealcil Inat 
• (1 o V c r nni e n I a Re n is 
turned itp l'> ii'vesli- 
eatellie alien siRhlmg 
just days later. 


Agents 


The RranilfaUiei-nf- 
four said; "It's nnlv 
recently I vc realised 
who these pssiple iniRlit 
lie and that llifV "ere 
nil ordinary Urilisn 
RovernmeiiL aRenls. 

"They were l"‘> lame 
fellas' over six font 
hiRh. liiilh dressed in 
hlaek. of course, and 
wcannR bowler haLs - 
that’s the only diffev- 

ciuc with tin- Riiys i” 
the film. 

-Thev said they 
worked tor the Rov- 
ernmenl and llial thev 
were only iitenlineu 
hy niinilicr. 

'•'I had lo lake them lo 
the exact spot where 
ihc pliolo was taken. 

"Then they walked 
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Fife UFOs and Ufology 

‘aliens’ . The First 50 Years 


witness 
on TV 

A WOMAN who claimed to 
have had a close encounter 
.with dozens of aliens as she 
drove down a North East 
Fife road during Septem¬ 
ber 1996 wili tell her 
amazing story on a BBC2 
programme tomorrow. 

Mary Morrison, Newton 
of Falkland, will appear on 
the Right to Differ show, 
leaving viewers to make up 
their own minds on wheth¬ 
er or not they believe in the 
existence of alien life. 

According to Mary’s 
story, she was driving 
down a quiet country road 
towards Freuchie with hei 
son and a friend when she 
allegedly saw a group ol 
little grey aliens roaming 
about a held in the shadow 
of the Lomond Hills. 

I She claims the alien 
beings, supervised by a 
larger creature with 
almond-shaped eyes, 
appeared after a brilliant 
white light left behind a 
black object with a shining 
dome. They appeared to be 
conducting scientific 
studies In the Held. 

Mesmerised by what 
they saw, the witnesses fled 
when the friend shouted, 
"They're coming!"—the 
field being lit up by a blue 
flash as they sped off in the 
car. They did not see what 
became of the aliens. 

This story is only one of a 
number of alleged UFO 
sightings in North East Fife 
reported by The Courier, 
but is probably the most 
graphically described. 

Other sightings have in¬ 
cluded a nocturnal "ball of 
fire" seen at RAF Leuchars 
last yean hovering lights 
over the Lomond Hills and 
radar station at Kinross; 
and silvery objects over St 
Andrews and elsewhere. 

No official explanation 
for these sightings has ever 
been given. RAF Leuchars 
has said no aircraft were in 
the areas concerned when¬ 
ever The Courier inquired 
about sightings. 


by Paul Devereux & Peter Brookesmith 
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‘UFOs and Ufology’ is Ihe most exact work 
ever to appear on this continually fascinating 
phenomena; uniquely, it is a book which 
offers a comprehensive, exhaustively 
researched and closely argued history and 
analysis of both UFO sightings and ufology. 
Infinitely more than just another UFO book; 
this is the only academically positioned study 
of the subject available, and, undoubtedly, it 


Lights 
in the sky 

■ SIR: Weeks ago I 
reported seeing the 
huge bright Light on Riv- 
in^oR. which other peo¬ 
ple saw. 

And [ think it 'strange' 
that the lights were never 
explained, especially as 
they had alarmed some 
people. 

I am not one to knock 
Lancashire's historians, 
or those from these parts, 
into UFO's or items asso¬ 
ciated with the phenome¬ 
nal and obviously much 
discussed, paranormal. 

Perhaps my witnessing 
of the recently sighted 
low Qying Hindl^ Green - 
Ashton in Makerfield 
UFO will clear the air for 
those others that saw the 
UFO. I was so close to it I 
could almost have 
touched it. as it silently 
edged at precisely 4am 
towards Liverpool. 

It wasn't really an uni¬ 
dentified flying object at 
all... it was a large aero¬ 
plane, well lit up and had 
two glaring lights full on. 

I would be ^atly sur¬ 
prised if a nearby airport 
(likely the one at Liver¬ 
pool) couldn't confirm 
that an aircraft was flying 
directly over the Heinz 
factory at four in the 
morning on the date that 
the UFO was reportedly 
noticed! 

.Mr Kenneth Lucas. 

Park Hoad. 

Hindley, Wigan. 


is set to become the definitive reference source 
on the topic. In this powerful and unparalleled 
survey, the authors take us on a bi7.arrc 50 
year journey, which reveals as much about 
the mysteries of human consciousness as it 
docs about strange things seen in the sky. 

Devereux and Brijokesinilh have a wonderful grasp 
of their subject, along with contributors Keen and 
Watson. Paul Devereux whose work was recently the 
subject of the Equinox documentary ‘Eartlt Lights' is 
based in America but will be coming to visit Uritaiii 
this month. 

(jr0.i aiul Ufohfiy published by Cas.scll is available 
from Psychic News @ £l 8.99 plus £2 p&p. 
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No explanation 
for nippy ‘UFO’ 


AN 87-YEAR-OLD man has admit¬ 
ted he cannot come up with a ratio¬ 
nal explanation for a mysterious 
object he saw hovering over the 
Channel. 

John Jenkins, of Shakespeare 
Terrace. Folkestone, was looking 
out of his window at about 9pm one 
Thursday a few weeks ago when he 
saw a long, thin shape in the sky. 
which he described as "all lit up." 

He said; "It was very high up 
above the clouds and looked like a 
school ruler with powerful white 
lights all over it. 

"As I watched it made a couple of 
slow circles in the air before shoot¬ 
ing olf at very high speed in a west¬ 
erly direction. I've never seen 
anything like it in my life and can¬ 
not offer any explanation for what I 


saw." 

The encounter lasted about 15 
minutes. Dover coastguard said it 
had not had any reports of ships in 
distress or any unusual activities in 
the Channel at that time. 

A spokesman said: "We often get 
r'-ports of strange things in the sky 
but there was nothing on this par¬ 
ticular evening." 

RAF Mansion community liaison 
officer, Robin Shepherd, said the 
base had not received any other 
reports of unusual activities in the 
sky over the Channel. 

He said; "There have been one or 
two reports of Unidentified Flying 
Objects m the area lately but this is 
a new one on me. There probably Is 
some son of logical explanation 
but we don't know what it is yet.” 
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AS EXPERTS MEET AT A-WORLD UFO CONGRESS, A'STARTIJNGTHEORYTROM ATOP WRTTER 


COLIN WILSON Is one of Sritaln's most 
eminent auinors. He nas wrinen dozens 
of plays and books, covering subjects 
from Mozart and Rasputin to Tolkien 
and Hermann Hesse, and has been a 
visiting professor at leading American 
universities. But it was for nis stuOies of 
real-life crime, in particular serial 
murder, that he acquired an 
international reputation. Possessed of a 
first-rate sceptical mind, he prides 
himself on solving forensic problems. 

It Is In Oils conteif that what fallows Is 
an extraordinary testament. For here, as 
experts from all over me world meet in 
Mexico for the second World UFO 
Congress, Wilson reveals for the first 
time why he believes that there are, 
indeed, aliens among us. 


byCOUN 

WILSON 


T hree years 61^0 In Wastilng- 
ton DC, at a conference on 
unsolved mysiertes. 1 heard a 
professor named David 
Jacobs lectunn^c about UFO 
abductions. 

I could rurdly beueve my etn when he 
sftjd ihtb Lhoustnoji or Amencen^ believed 
ihcy nod been luonapped by aliens, uken 
on board iMcecrafi. tna orten suojeeied to 
some land or medical examinouon 
Whi( vee more. JecoOs said, the tiiene 
ueuiUy destroyed eU mecnciy or the ibduc* 
ticn. and me vutune came to suspect that 
somethme was wrone only when they 
became eware of missine time*. 

After the lecture, J asKed Jacobs' *Do you 
think these people are Mne?* >le nodded. 
'I've murrteweo hundreds, ana most of 
them are ag aane aa you or {.’ 

The whole truAft sounded so aosurd that 1 
pushed ii to the back of my nund 9ut a 
year later, when a publisher asked me to 
wnte a book about e>ctra<terrestrial Ufa. I 
decided to return to the subject. 

At first what E learned made me wonder 
whether the human race was eotnir insane 
(t aeened vast numbers of people were tell* 
ln 0 the same story: they had been taken 
from their beds by little errey men with huse 
wrap'around eyes, often nested ihroutih the 
wall and taken aboard tlymt uucere 
Women often said that they were su^ 
Jected to some lOnd ol examiADtiorv and 
that foetuses had been implanted in thetr 
wombs. When they woke up the nen morn* 
ins. they were often pusaied bv red marks 
on their navels, yet nsa no memory of any* 
thins happeninR dunrs the niirnt. 6 ut their 
ordeals often returned in dreams and many 
consulted a doctor or psvchiatnst. who 
recovered memories under hypnosis. 


A nd what happened to the 

babies? This was the weirdest part 
or the story. Accordinit to the 
womeiL when the foetuses were a 
few months old they were taken ewey dur* 
int subsequent abducucru and brou^t up 
by the alleos. 

What was golnft on? Was all thU some kind 
or mas hysteria? Over nearly three 
yean, 1 procressed from being a 
sceptic to a believer. 

I talked to John Mack, a mend 
who Is a professor or psychiatry at 
Harvard University. He has studied 
hundreds or cases and has written 
a book called Abduction. 

JohD assured me that it was hap* 
peolng It was not hysteria or 
imsfnaailon. He also felt tnet many 
or those he had examined had 
been made 'epintualiy stronger' by 
their expenence. 

But surely little grey men were 
not kidnapping human beings to 
make them stn^ngcr? 

Mack Bdrrutlcd that he had no 
idea of their motive. All he Knew 
was that something strange was 
undoubtedly happeruAR. 

1 had never taken any deep inter¬ 
est In UFOs. But In the seventies I 
had been friendly with Un Oeller 
and his mentor, Andnja Puhanch. 

fTofessor Puhanch had wniien a 
book called Uri. in which he 
claimed that all kmds of miracles 
had happened in tront of their 
eyes; UFOs swooping out of the 
night sky. metallic voices speaking 
from thin oir. tape recoruert that 
switched themselves on and uft 


with messages that claimed to 
come from 'the Nij>e* — aiieits who 
were anxious to help humanity. 

The aliens toW Puharicb that 
they were preparing for a mass 
landing on Earth ui the Seveotm. 
But. of course. It never happened 
and Puhanch s book flopped, virtu¬ 
ally destroymg his reputation. 

Novr, for the purposes of my 
txKk, 1 decided that 1 bad to start 
from the beginning and study UFO 
phenomena that had been appear* 
mg ail over the world su>ce a piloi 
named Kenneth Arnold saw nine 
shining discs' in 1947 and Invented 
the term 'Qymg saucer. 

The first thing I recognised, as I 
studied hundreds of reports, was 
that the whole subject of UFOs 
had to be taken senously: that it 
wBs not some strange fad or 
superstition 

There have been milhons of sight* 
mgs and most have been made Iv 
perfectly ordinary, reliable wit* 
nesses with no reasm to be. And 
the number is incredible When an 
Amencan called John Keel deoded 
to coileet newspaper eutungs 
about them m the early Sucues. he 


was aflouTKled to receive more 
than 2.000 in a month. 

Theo the nature of U>e eases 
began to change. In 1967. 16* 
year-old Shane Kure was pi^ed 
when she woke up one morning to 
find her feet covered In mud and 
her muddy footprints going down* 
stairs and across Uie street. 

Bhe began to show sums of preg. 
nancy — but that was impossible, 
because she was a wgm. 


U NDER hvpoosis by Dr 
Hans UoUer. she remem¬ 
bered being summonoo 
from her bed by some 
Inexplicable compulsion, being 
taken aboard a spacecraft, and 
being impregnated by a humanoid 
alien When she struggled, the 
aliens rubbed some ointRient on 
her body that made her sexually 
excited. 

A cnontn or so later, her preg* 
nancy vanished as suddenly as it 
started. 

That was the beguming of an 


apparent wave of abductions. And 
throughout the Eighties they 
became increasingly frequenl. 

Budd Hopkins, a New York art is t. 
Wrote a book about 'nussine tune' 
and received hundreds of letters 
from people wno were certain they 
hod been abducted. He 1 $ now a 
world expert on abduction and his 
meticulously documented cases 
ore disturbingly convincing 

French asuonomer Jacques Val* 
lee. studying UTO sluhlmgs In the 
Fifties, came to a very strange con* 
elusion* that the aliens were 
attempung to accustom human 
bemgs to the laea of beings from 
space conung to Eanh 

But were they betngs frotn space‘s 
After 21 ) years, vauee reached an 
even more amazing conclusion: 
they were not. Rather thev eiosled 
in a bnd of parallel dimension, 
more like poltergeists than aliens. 

Their craft, a kirid of UFO. can do 
things that no normal spacecraft 
can da. They can turn at nght 
angles at a thousand mUes an 
hour, appear and dLtappear at will, 
communicate with tnose they 
abduct by telepathy 1 have known 


Jacaues Vaiiee for many vears. and 
1 Inund his evidence ovorwneim* 
ing There is a aknsr in which tne* 
UFO entities behave jikp ihe ira* 
oitionaj ghosts — except inai 
they are very obviously not 
ghosts. Out highly evolved 
beings 

If they are so highiv 
evolved, wnv ore Ditv 
hoincnfiB wiitj us, iv,", 
must strike them as Uttie 
better than Neanderthals ' 
Slowly, as 1 researched mv book 
which wiil be called Alien Dawn, I 
began to see wnat 1 believe to be 
the only explanation 
Ever since I wrote a book called 
The Outsider, 411 years ago. about 
the mystical states o( man. 1 have 
been convinced that mankind is on 
the point of some great evolution* 
ary change We possess inner pow* 
ers that we scarcely begin to 
understand, but which were 
glimpsed by the Romantic poets of 
the lOth century 
Now l became totahv convinced 
the aliens are interested in us 
because we are wnat thev were 
once. I believe that the task they 
have given themselve .4 is to act as 
midwife to us as we go through the 
next sta ge of ou r evolu tion 
What first convinced me was the 
number of cases in which people 
who have had UFO encounters 
have been deeply changed 
A woman who stopped her car to 
look at a UFO as sne wu dnving 
to Oxford said that, lor the rest of 
the dnve. it was il a mental expio* 
ston was taking place Knowledge 
and insight si*emed to flood into 
her rmnd. She mid Vallee: Al] I 
can soy la that m the course oi a 
few hours. 1 changed from an 
agnostic to a gnostic ' 

1 . too. have come across dozens 
of aiich cases Sometimes the 
Change is interestine but minor 


O NE British couple who 
later realised they and 
their racnilv hod been 
abducted experienced 
personoiitv changes. Thev became 
vegetarians The hUHbunci sud* 
denly became interestra in art and 
reliBon. A smoker, he gave up 
overnight. Their backward child 
became brtiUani at school. 

In other eases, there has been a 
deep and permanent inner trims* 
formatibn ni awareness 
An Amencan. Beth Ceilings, real* 
Iseo that nni onJv had she been 
abducipd since childhood, but so 
had her lather, her grardfuther 
and her children. And when she 
asked a grey alien whv he wus 
mseriing a needle into her navei. 
he replied: For the sake ot 
change' 

H.Q. WeUs once wrote a novel 
suggesting that humans were 
Slowly being changed into Mar 
tians' by some higher beings who 
were bombarding our genes with 
cosmic rovs from space. I have 
come to boUeve that Wells was 
Showing the amazing prophetic 
insight that was part of hui genms 
I rang Andnia Puhanch, not long 
before his death, to asK him whai 
he was working on. He told me 
that he was studying super normal 
children. You wouldn't believe 
how many of those kids there are 
out there.' he snid. 'Thev seem to 
be on geniua level. I know dozens, 
and there are probably thousands ' 

I have also come to believe this I 
am convinced that the aliens arc 
using manv methods to 'seed the 
human race with diflerenl tvpes uf 
being; olterotions in individual 
consciousness, genetic engineer¬ 
ing. even the creation of people 
who do not realise that thev nuve 
two personalities — os a human 
being aiKi as an alien 
The aliens know that the human 
race is at a aanserous point in its 
development, tnat we are creating 
a chaos that will be hard to 
disentangle 

Nostradamus foretold that the 
coming milienmum would bring 
about some ingnterung changes 
But If 1 am nght — and the study 
or a vast biHlv of evidence 1 have 
compiled has convinced me that I 
am — then we are also cio.\e to a 
change that will alter tne couree of 
human history. 
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What'S 


DAILV RECORD 
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going 
on up 
there? 


TUNBRIDGE Wells 
residents with tales 
of the unexpected 
have conta^ed the 
•Courier Newspaper 
this week following 
our Focus report on 
unidentified flying 
objects. 

A membar of Uiomek, 
which monitors and in- 
vastigates sightings 
across Kent snd south 
London, has confirmed 
several incidents here In 
the past two weeks. 

A woman living on the 
edge ol Dunorlan Park, 
whom the Courier has 
agreed not to name, 
said: *1 have been seeing 
two space craft in the 
sky for the past three 
years. 

Star Wars 

*lt is usually like Star 
Wars up there. Whet 
they era doing I don't 
know. There are two. a 
big one and a smaller 
one and the larger one 
shoots a flare of light, 
like e shooting star and 
sometimes it’s like light¬ 
ning because it's so 
bright. 

'They seem to dis- 
goise themselves. The 
little one is like a big star 
end it's only when there 
are millions of stars that 
you see them. And when 
e car comes down Halls 
Hole Road, their lights 
go dim. 

.'I’jTi not imagining it. 
fmgrertectly sens. I'm 
not doolelly. I actually 
have been seeing them.* 

DeiiiSie Morris, of 
Upper Crsrsvenor Road 
told how she saw soma- 
tning strange in the sky 
on her return from her 
August holiday in Win- 
cheliee end lost an hour 
of time in the process. 


Strange 

She said: 'As my 
friend end < came to 
Freni. I saw a shape hid¬ 
den by the douds hang¬ 
ing there, tt was rouni^ 

• iah with lots of lights un- 
dwnaeth and it wasn't 
moving. 

*We were wondering 
why tt had got lo dark 
and thought it was very 
unusual. When we got in 
we found it was 9.30 el- 
though both our watch¬ 
es said 8.30 and it had 
apfMrefttty taken two 
hours to do e ioumey of 
‘tinder an hour. I haven't 
the foggiest idea where 
that hour went.* 

~ .. S een Jones, of 
Iffomok. said there had 
.been seven leperete 
sightinge in the two 
-weeks up until the Focus 
-artide which were under 
■ investigation. 

'Wa can identify about 
75 to 80 per cent of re¬ 
ported sightings as 
'ptoites. kites, satellites et 
'Cetera but the rest are 
unidentified aerial phe¬ 
nomena.' 


I took cover 

as UFO fell 

inmygaiden 



MISSED ... Margaret with pieces from UFO 


lEzmEXznum©} 


exclusive: 

ByMYNOTARANGELO 


A HOUSEWIFE 
had to dive 
for cover when a 
UFO landed on 
her doorstep. 

Last night, experts 
said they still didn’t 
know if the silver ball 
Margaret Benvie 
found came from a 
meteor or spacecraft. 

Emergency services 
wore bombarded with 
calls after people saw 
flashing lights in the 
skies across Scotland. 

Defenceexpertsfirst said 
the scare was caused bv 
fragments oi a Russian spy 
satellite failing to bum upiii 
the earth's atmosphere. 

But they changed their 
minds and now think a 


meteor IS responsible. 

.Margaret. 28. was sure a 
chunk of a spacecraft had 
just missed her outside her 
home in Tullibodv, 
Clackmannanshire. 

She said; ".4 glint in the 
sky caught mv eve and I 
was mesmerised. 4s / 
watched, this object fell. 

“It came whizzing past at 
quite a speed. It just nussed 


me and mv husband and 
landed on our doorstep." 

Margaret later discov¬ 
ered neighbour Caroline 
Gear, 32. had found a simi¬ 
lar object in her garden. 

A spokesman for the 
MoD urged anyone finding 
fragments to hand them to 
the police. He said; "V^e 
don’t know for sure what 
caused the incident.' 
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He added; “I do not believe in 
uros but can not explain what I, 
and my neighbours, saw.” 




They’ve seen the light, the people of Bonnybridge. 
Spinning lights, flashing lights, giant headlights, the 
people of this quiet Scottish town have had the lot. In the 
past five years more than 3,000 townsfolk have reported 
sightings of unidentified flying objects (not to mention the 
alien abductions). What on earth is going on? 


L ook up. You Rikfshi sec something. 
BjUs of bnlhant wHicc ikgKc flippiAfi 
3 cross tree (ops. FI a re* 1 1 ke obiecc s m 
che ni^hi skies performing leaps and 
hypet'iumps', Hope ie(-blaek d»sc* hover- 
me soundlessly over lonely eouncry roads. 
Thinps like Ferns wheels whirling on (he 
horiaon. Balls of lipHr matenaUsingfrom 
nowhere and dive-bombing ears. In Bonny* 
bridge, m the Central region of Scotland, 
they say they've seen it all. 

The place is lUSt a eouple of bars and a 
handful of shops^the mini-market, the cafe. 
ViS^ags and Whiskers pet grooming salon, the 
video store. Round here, if you warn some 
action, look skyward. They say that (here's 
more going on in the heavens than there is in 
(he streets. 

A popular night out is to go upon to the 
ridges on the back roads, among the windy 
farms, 'skywatching'. Ai one point, the 
whole area had sold out of binoculars and 
relescopcs. Local counctlbr Billy Buchanan 
says (hat in the past five years more than 
3.000 people have come to him with stories 
of strange lights in the sky. unidentified fly* 
ingobieccs. alien abductions.the lot. There's 
been talk of the ‘Bonnvbridge Triansde'. and 
that the town is a UFO 'hotspot' where muL 
' (iple sightings occur, like others m Florida. 

I Puerto Rico. Mexico and the Penrunes. 

Letters have been dispatched to Tony 
Blair, local MP Dennis Cana van and the Min¬ 
istry of Defence, demanding enquiries. The 
local papers and the Scottish tabloids have 
had a field day wirh 'wee green men', and 
wild headlines; Town In Terror. Beam Me 
Up Bonny bridge. UFO Capital Of Britain. 

Along the way. UFO sporters have fallen 
out. Accusations Hy around like saucers: that 
some are making it up. doing it for publicity. 


Th«y com* from outer apace, and for some 
nston like to hover about over the back 
road fnm Bonnybridgo to Falkirk 


dung It for (he money. On (op of that, all 
this IS a magnet lor nutters. 

'There's people here'll tell veu that aliens 
Landed m their gardens, gave them presents, 
all sorts of dafr things,* says a girl on the 
local council estate. Across ihe Forth estuary 
in Fife, a woman cbimcd to have seen hun¬ 
dreds of Im le grey beings carrying boxes and 
cyhnder'sKaped obtccts lo a craft in a field, 
in the m>ds( of a blue mist.overseen bv a tall 
brown creature. 

'It's a hard vorr to swallow, even for 
me.'sayslocal'ufoloesT'Malcolm Robinson, 
who has publicised u nevenheless > and 
despite the fact that while he was mrervww. 
ing her ihe woman said that if she concen- 
traied hard enough she could see a liens look¬ 
ing in at them through the lounge window. 
Hysicna is a word that comes to mind. Take 
the man who came to Billv Buchanan claim¬ 
ing he had been abducted. 

'He said he was taken awav by Sft tall 
loen in black; you'd start laughing, wouldn't 
you? (I tried not io| and he said he was taken 
on a ship, and lorced to have sex with a large 
gooey obieet... Now let's be honest, who 
can you tell that to? It's unbelievable! V'ho 
can you tell it to? but I've known this chap 
all my liie.and I believe he belies'es it: it took 
him three davs to get the storv out. and the 
tea rs were St rea m ing down his lace...' 

But then come the voices of calm. There 
are people like Vera Prosser. 31. who lives 
on the estate above Honnvbridge. bhy and 
speaking in a whisper, she's still frightened 
by what happeiKd lu her and her husband 
Mvles. a labourer, and their daughter 
Heather. It was a Friday evening in October 
rwo years ago. 

'VFe had our Lottery tickets done, and 
we were going to the garage ouiside Falkirk 
to pul (him) on. We went on the road pasi 
(heold Rechem plant. It was dark, and there 
was me and Myles and Heather m the ear. Vf'e 
w-ere driving along and we saw what looked 
like a headlamp in the field, like ii was on 


full beam. Vtc slowed dou ii. and as we were 
locAung ai it. ii sia ried i«> viinie nea rer... 

She sits on the sola iii the from room 
wiih Heather, now IS. and Mark, iheir 
whippet. She keeps draw ing her blue cardi¬ 
gan round her as if tor rv.isvumnce. Though 
her husband was oui oi work, she didn't ask 
for any monev to recount ihis sttirv -no one 
around here did > and t here w as no appatcm 
rea Km lo disbelieve w hai '•he said next. 

*We*d slow ed dim n to nuvbc iOmph. and 
It got closer, and suddenly it was un top of us. 
over the car. and t he lighi I mm ir was Hazing 
through (he sunroc^. Heather wa s scrcammc 
*l was!' Heather cuts nv 'I was going. 
"Oet out OI here! Oci «hu of here!' And I 
looked up through the siuutHit and I could 
see ihis thick silverv wire round the bottom 
ol this thing, all (wiwcd logcthcr like ihe 
cables on the Forth Bridge - ihar's whai ir 
made me i hink of. this lieaw w ire just ab<n e 
the top of the car. and all tins light. It w.i\ 
wider than the car. and ii luw sat there abetui 
SIX feet above us. and n was pure sileni. no 
sound at all ~ that's htiw w’c knew it wa>n i 
an aeroplane or anvthitig * 

'Then suddenly it lUst shot off; it skificd 
over the grass really, rvallv (ast and wcni 
over towards (he piluo',.' curuinucs Vera. 'I 
fin* put mv foot down - I feh like we were 
gmngat 9U - and I w as never so pleased to wv 
street lights as when we got to the br•dgc^ hv 
Ca melon | ui (he out skirts of H alkirk ] .* 

Back home. Heather ran in tears to her 
best fnend next door. .Mvics was shaking 
'At first I wa« too Irijdnenvd to tell anvonv.' 
Vera whispers. 'People would think I was 
crazy; in case I hey ihoughi 1 was menta I. von 
know...' Bui she decided to go to Bills 
Buchanan's house. He remembers her com¬ 
ing through (he door in tears. 

'You feel so stupid, so ridiculuus.* she 
explains. 'Bui it was iu»t >o real at the time, 
and so frightening. It's iust something 1 wish 
had never happened, h was months before I 
w-QuId go along that road in ihe dark > 
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UFOs in Garelochhead? 


ANOTHER close en¬ 
counter with UEOs in 
the area occurred on 
Monday ni«ht this lime 
near Garelochhead. vith 
four people witnessing 
Ihe sighting. 

Last month, a Rhu man 
sighted something but 
was pronounced by the 
Bntish Astronomical As¬ 
sociation as a possible 
weather balloon, appar¬ 
ently a common sighting. 


However. Mike Smith, 
who lives in Ardpcaion 
near Garelochhead. says 
he and his wife saw what 
they think was “a very 
large UFO". 

Mike, who is a writer, 
told the Advertiser; "Four 
of us actually saw ii. My 
wife and I and our neigh¬ 
bours all saw something 
moving in the air late on 
Monday evemng. 

'll was above the 


Ardeniinny hills and it was 
cnonnous. I'm cs-RAF 
and my neighbour is an 
army mayor so we know ■ 
what aeroplanes look like 
and it wasn't that." 

"It was gold, disc- 
shaped and kepi turning 
about and going between 
clouds. Then disappeared 
in a flash. There was no 
bright light or anything 
like that but it just 
disappeared." 

Mike added: "It was an 


extraordinary thing and 
was tremendously 
massive." 

He then rang the British 
Astronomical Association 
but in this case, couldn't 
provide any explanation. 

Apaii from cuniacnng 
an amateur informer of 
UFO sightings who has 
asked him to send him a 
descnption for a maga¬ 
zine. Mike said; "No one's 
been much help about it at 
all." 




THE BONNYBRIDGE FILES 


► HcAthersivsihc never rnUl 3 soul 

eischool. 

A few miles jwjy. in his sevenih-Hoor 
flat in a block overlrxikme ksikirk. William 
Besrall. 75, desenhes ibe spinninc lichis he 
saw in the skv. He brinav out che handw'rii* 
ten accounts he made at the nme. 

One niishi in earlv March 1*H4, he and 
his wife Mabel watched ’a circular illumi¬ 
nated wheel... rotatinit, [(loinejiorwardand 
reversinp on a straiftht traiecrory path over 
the hiph-tise flats mta melon'. He desenbed 
It as being like a Catherine wheel, brilliantly 
illuminated. 'Naiurallv,' he w-rnie. 'possess- 
ing a raihet cynical outlook on these UFO 
reports, I tried to think oi an explanation.* 
He mused on the TV transmitter masts m 
the atca as a possible source, and nnied that 
the lights 'disappeared nver the hnnann at a 
speed far bevnnd the limits otanv aircrali'. 

While he and Mabel were visiting friends 
five months laier, rhev all saw the ohica 
again, the fnends signing his acenum m enn- 
fitmacion. Then, on January 12.1W!, he got 
up at 5.50am to go to the bathroom, and 
happened to look out of the lounge window, 

'I saw this eiicular hghi spinning on the 
far horiaon,' he says. 'I stoud watching, and 
all of a sudden I saw it coming towaids us. 1 
was gening a linle bn concerned that it was 
going to hit (his flaming block, v'knowl li 
got nearer and nearer, and I dragged a very 
teluetint wile out of bed - 'What»ii now?" 
she was atbng-and then we saw these smaller 
diica going round ihe bigger one. which svas 
like a Ferns wheel you'd set at a fun fair. It 
svould rotate, then siup. Andihenihev went 
south, out of sight round the side of the build¬ 
ing, with iu si a wee flare at the back...' 

Sesiall wasn't going to lell anybody, 
until a nurse coming home itom ihe infir¬ 
mary in the early hours was quoted m the 
local paper as having seen something, too. 
He backed up her account 

'Then we lusi got invaded,' he savi. 'We 
had BBC. Channel 4, Japanese TV, Ceinan 
TV - cameras everywhere, elunering the 
place up - and J was getting little whispers 
about all the money 1 was supposed to be 
making - it was fantastic, like the lottery. 
And out of the whole lot. do you know, it 
was the Germans that sent a 150 cheque for 
my favourite chanry,' 

Bestall was surprised at his old enemy. 
He had served in the Navy on the Atlantic 
convoys during the wat. He then worked for 
30 yean at the nearby Bniish Aluminium 
plant, where he was a senior shop steward 
until iniunng his back in an accident in 1979. 
He says his late, bnef career as a UFO spot¬ 
ter wasn't much fun. 

'I wouldn't have got involved, because 
people think you're away... up here,'he says, 
lappuig the side of his head. 'Bui I wanted to 
back this lassie up - and it was a real can of 
worms. The temble fact ii that nobodv 
believes you unless they've seen it ihemselves 
- that was the hard thing. Before all this 
there was no bigger cynic than me. When all 
these rumours about UFOs started, I used to 
think: ‘What have they been dunking.*' But 
then this happened, and nobody will con¬ 
vince me that me and Mabel didn’t see those 
thinp. Thcie's been all these sighiinp 
round here, in Falkitk and Bonnybridge. 
They must like us down here. I don’t know 
why. It's not as if wc'veevengota good foot¬ 
ball club or anvihinglike that.' 

Indeed, hcotland's cenrraj belt beeween 



Glasgow and Edinburgh would not figure 
highly on the 'must-sec' lists of many tourists, 
icrrcsinal or otherwise. Motorways, a tai^Je 
of power hues, belching petrochemKal chim¬ 
neys at Grangemouih.damp streets and chip 
shops. Separated by windy moorland and 
isolated farms is a string of small towns. 

Bonnybridge is one of them: about 7,000 
people: some neat wat memonal gardens; a 
good chunk of ibe Antonine Wall, buih in 
142AD as the nonh-wesiem frontier of the 
Roman Empire; a Bronze Age fan; and the 
sneof a Norman caule. Apan from one plant, 
the foundries and brickworks whKh tmee 
employed 12JX)0peoplchaveallcloseditawn. 
There ate scrapyards, haulage depots, some 
opencast coal mining, and a catering equip¬ 
ment manuiacnjicT. Billy Buchanan lepie- 
sents the area on Falkirk Council. 

'This sll started one evening in 1992. 
when I got a knock at the tksor and a friend 
of mine, a well-known local businessman, 
was standing ihete.’ he says. 'I could see 
theie was something untoward. He staned 
telling me (hat while he was dnving on the 
back road fiom Falkirk to Bonnvbridgc. he 
was stopped in his tracks by a bnght obiea 
hovering over the road, blocking his path. 
He said he sat and waiched this thing, trans¬ 
fixed. for 10 minutes; then it went off at 
tremendous speed. He didn't want to go to 
the local media: be felt the ridicule might 
affect his business.' 

This itieciing was the catalyst for a 
saga lhac has embarrasseu stHne, fascinated 


others, drew UFO inyesngaracs tfora (he US. 
and made Bonnybridge lamous - or infa¬ 
mous, depending on vour point of view. 
Buchanan put an ad in a local paper asking if 
anyone else had seen anything that rughi. 

•This opened the floodgates.' he recalls. 
•In the first week. I must have had 300 people 
coming to me with reported sightings; my 
phone was going all dav and all night - even 
at 5am. And the lerters I was getting were 
unbelievable. We're talking sackfuls.' And 
he still, even now, gets phone calls from peo¬ 
ple claiming they’re from the OA. and letters 
addressed to; William Buchanan, Bonny- 
brnlgc. ’The Milky Wav. 

Among the calls wasone from local 'ufol- 
ogisi' Malcolm Robinson. He works at a 
dass factory m Alloa, checking whisky bot¬ 
tles for impetfeaions. Beside his house on an 
estate on the edge of Alloa is his caravan 
office (rcgisttatiotl plate; UFO ONEl. packed 
with models of little aliens lone wearing j 
Hibs strip, holding a fooiballl and books on 
UFO sighungsand the pitanottnal. This is ihc 
HQ of his society, Strange Phenomena Inves¬ 
tigations. He and Buchanan arranged some 
public itieenngs. The best was at the Norwood 
Hoielin Bonnybndge in February 1993. 

'll was unbelievable.' savs Buchanan. 'I 
expected 50 ot 60 people, but there were 400 
crammed in and hundreds outside who 
couldn't get in. People were saying they'd 
seen things, but didn’t know who to tell 
without people tidiculuig them and saving 
they should be locked up.' 


hv nnw ihc prc'-. w.i< m.tkmu a meal of 
the snirv. 'Wee green men. town jn terrtii - 
you can imagine,’s.iys Buchanan. 'I was get- 
II ng attacked personally and poliucnlK. Col- 

k'.ieiies ,11 the loun.ii were '..n my mil ‘ 
you vote lor somyunv w-ho believes in riving 
saucers?" And mhers were vaunt I was in ii 
for the money, or trving to hvpe ii up to pul 
Bonnybridge on ihc inurisi map, I got a terri¬ 
ble time ul It. Who wants fiduiile- And I 
wasn I gelling paid for ttnv, I was doing ir to 
try and gel an answer for the pcii)ili' whu'd 
had the courage lo come lorwarJ, and h.id 
been booted all over the blace bv rhe meJi.i.' 

It got worse. Betore another meeting. 
Malcolm Rohinsnn claimed in his magazine, 
F.nignwi - Thf Imtmjl 0/ .Mr.inyr 1% 
rnj Iniriiigurmru, ih.ii Buchanan had had a 
ehai with analicn called Z.iliism hisuliiee ,ii 
Falkirk Cpuncil. and would bring him along 

lo make an'earih-shaitcf mg announcement' 

at the meeting in Falkirk I own Kill. Tile 
siorv. as Rnhinion puts ii. 'went round the 
world tnim Bathgate to Bomhiv'. .M.iv I he 
Farce Be With You. r.in one headline. 

'Kids were shouiiiig ''Zaliisl" at me in 
ihe street, and I got a lot of slick at (unctions 
and that, and mv wife h.id a hard time at 
wnrk,' savs Buchan.in. 'll was lemhle. I 
s^ni tiniO on lawyers seeing if I could sue. 
T'here were people at the council dcmandnii; 
niv resignation, saving ] wav bnnpiig the 
area into disrepute, evervihing.' 

Robinson h.is since apologised in 
Buchanan, and admits he gut it wrong. He 
explains this biratte incident - snmewhji 
lamely - by claiming pressure nf work, j 
rush to get the magazine out. and separate 
stones about Buchanan and an alien called 
Zaius gening mixed up. 'inmeihmg Itom 
another sinry snmehnw fell mm Billy’s 
siorv,'he says, 'I'm verv. verv sorrv about it ' 

Though he siill grumbles alxiui the 
il.OOO apd thinks Robinson should reim¬ 
burse him. Buchanan is iriebressihJe. In 
blaaet and clipped moustache, he strides 
around his manor acknowledging waves Itom 
almosi every passing car. cracking a siieam 
of lokes, talking Bonnvhtidge up. A former 
professional footballer-striker at Btemiord 
FC and in Hong Kong, coaching in Saudi 
Arabia - he has dabbled in antiques, made a 
cassetTc ol ballads (The dinging C'ourrciffoi 
and undergone fegrcssion thetapv, 'Appar¬ 
ently I was hanged as a sheep stealer in 1692, 
killed ai the bank of Culloden, and shot in 
the First World War. According to inv 
r«r««>rs Tm about WO; bur vou can put in 
that J*m 49 - a younft 49. tnend., / 

Buchanan savs he has seen himself, 

OR three occasions. The most dramatic was 
at 'tester Glen above Falkirk. Up here, on a 
wmdv ndpe by a farm, iookinjt out over the 
Forth escuarv with its petrochemical plants 
and power station, he savs he and another 
couple stated, amaicd, at an nouMont 
display of rushing lights. 

‘It was a verv cold night, but very bright, 
about midnight, U*c couldn't believe it - 
these lights were coming out of the skv and 
seemed to be landing m the hollow m the 
field over there and lust disappeanns. Thev 
weren't balls, hut more like a conplomera* 
tion of bf ich t h ah r. We watched 11 f o r a bout 
an hour, and I wa nted co go over the tence a nd 
run across these fields like General Custer, 
bur the woman wc were with was gcttinc 
frightened and asked to be taken home,* 

At the edge ot the held arc rhree tail ► 
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► transmiifer masi^. with a DRchc hiph 
tcncc suffounilmeihciTi. 'Vi. atning.' it reads, 
Slfone radio Irtqucncv ticlJi«isi in certain 
areas this iransmirim^ site. you have a 
cardiac pacemaker or bones repaired by 
metal/plastic brine implant vnu must report 
this tact to reception on sour atni ji'. 

Many others claim they've seen strange 
lights in this spot. One theory, Euchanan says. 
It that It's something to do with eleariciry 
coming from the masts. Another is that balls 
of Lghi ate created by gases from the petro¬ 
chemical plant, lake almost everything else 
around here, it's speculation and rumour. 

Others have suggested a ■eolleettve illu¬ 
sion' - people believing they'll see UFOs as a 
result of the publicity, and persuading them¬ 
selves that they have. Malcolm Robinson, 
who has been logging the reports since 19?2, 
says he alwavs checks with the iirpons at 
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Cumbernauld to 
sec if a reported 'sighting' might simply be 
the British Midland shuttle Item Heathrow. 

'People can be mistaken, seeing ordinary 
obiects in the sky - aircraft at an angle, 
flocks of buds in the distance, silver fair¬ 
ground balloons; when they go high, they 
really look like a disc. Sareihres go across the 
sky. And some at these sightings could well 
be secret advanced-technology aircraft like 
the Stealth bomber overflying parts of Scot¬ 
land. But there's nothing specific in this area 
that you could safely sav could bcihe reason 
for this intense activity,' 

He admits he's foxed. 'I cannot provide 
an explanation as to: whv Bonnybndge? 
People can he through iheir lecih and sound 
amaaing. and pictures and videos can easily 
be faked, but nonetheless I can say the evi* 
dence we have in the Bonnvbndge area is very 
strong and very impressive. I’m convinced 

thete'sa genuine mystery, sometKingverv real 

going on in the skies ol central Scotland.' 

So fat, so weird. Or not, as the case may 
be. Sceptics are fonhright, and a Falkirk 
publican speaks lor them, 'See these UFOs? 
Load o' pish,' he says, chucking out the last 
few punters a bit after midnighi. And 
Heather Prosser says that when anyone m 
Bonnybndae sees a light in the sky, n’s got to 
be a UFO. 'It's a take now,' she smiles. 

For others it's not, apparently. There's 
the 'A70 incident' of 1992, m which Colin 
Wright and Gary Wood.a painter/decorator 
and an ambulanceman Irom Edinburgh, 
were driving along the dcsolaie A70 to the 
hamlet olTarbrax south west of the ciry. 


Near the Harpetng Reservoir, they ace 
said to have rounded a bend to be eon- 
fionied by a lei-black disc hoventig 20 fi 
above the road. As they tried to drive under¬ 
neath It. It supposedly enuned a shower of 
silvery snowflakes, plunging the men into 
darkness. After what seemed to them like a 
few seconds the darkness Lfied. the car was 
shuddering violcnily and the obicet had dis 
appealed. Thi.y drove on, but when they 
attired aiTarrrax they wcieiold they were 
late * vety late. The tourney had taken 90 
minutes longer than it should have done. 


Cary Wood won't talk about this now. 
Tve iBven up with (he papers - they're only 
interested in spoofs and aliens an' that,’ be 
says. Tm trying to lo^ at this in a scientific 
way, I lust do my work and my research amj 
send things in to the MOD and trv and find 
some form of evidenct.' Does he h-ive anv 
explanaiton foe what is supposed to h.ive 
happened? 'Not re illv. no. Thai's why I do my 
tesearch. It's the only way I can cope with ii.' 

Back near Bonnvbndge, Craig Malcolm, 
27. has compiled nearly six hours ol video 
footage of lights and other things he has seen 


in ihc skies near Wccier Glen, arid aniunJ 
the family home and bljcksmilh's buvineys 
inLarbert. 

'Just last nichl 1 saw Jtom ihe window* .i 
light gcciing brighict and bnghier. coming 
acrust above the trev'. then it 'liiwviJ .in.' 
uopped. Then it siancd again. It Jn.ippcarcd 
over the roof of the bus garage upposjie. su I 
lumped in the cat to go round the hack of the 
building, i was only di seconds duing ihai, 
boi when I got there, ii was gone. And it was 
so cleat last night you could see (or miles.' 

La d-off two weeks previoutiv trom hisiob 
as a delivery driver for a building company, 
Malcolm spools through some of his footage. 
Lghis tracking across the night skies, pulsat¬ 
ing. doing up and down 'blips', or 'hyper- 
lumps' as he calls them. Onone. a liiile bloh 
of light appears to shoot out of the back ol 
another light. There's a plane, vecmndavlighi, 
with a grey disc apparently living beneath it 

'There's a lot of weird things go on here.' 
he says, 'I’m nor saying ihey're spacecraft or 
not -10 me ihey’rc lusr weird ohiccts in the 
sky. and I’m warning answers.' A 'ulologisi' 
has vifiied the family from ihe US, and 
thcv've been on TV here and in lapan. 

Malcolm lavs n began when his cider 
brother Neil dashed into the house one night 
in 1992. ashen-taced. 'He was driving his car 
down thar road outside, and he said this 
obie« approached liim Irom the skv and in 
up the inienor of the car. ttc thought he'd 
been in a smash when he came m because he 
was so while in the face, like Ireakmg out. 
We ran out, and this lighi was tln.iiing up 
sbovethc house...' 

He claims that up at Wester Glen, he and 
his fiancee have seen balls ol light dancing 
across tree tops, like bc.seh halls. And once, he 
ssvs, he and his parents .tnd hiv fiancee were 
driving on the counirv rti.id to Slainannan 
when they saw a hugcblaac of light in a lielj. 

'It was rhis'massive thing, n seemed like 
the siae o1 .t rumbn ict to me. Mv dad gut tsui 
the car. and I was shouting at him to get back 
in. And then these two tights c.tmc out ol it 
and came straight across tn us and iiist hov¬ 
ered there. Then they w-enr hack towards the 
big thing, and everything lusi switched off. 
like a light going out. It didn’t go up, or 
down or Sideways-11 lusr disappeared.' 

Lights, balls, alien abductions - thcv’ve 
ill become a wav of life lor the residents of 
Bonnybridge. The onlv mysten* thev rcallv 
worry about is what on earth ihev’ll do 
when the great lights in the sky go out. ■ 


Whang bwn, vtllagt or ares gets a 
. nanta for itsalt as a site of paranomtal 
acttvfty, lha emoMneas can ba highly 

- kEtatne. Tfaa iDvrst mdustry has 
knoen thia hry™s, even whfltirt has 

had nothing more (nrtotabla to pro- 
mota lhao a fas. gtiosti. tubes whEh 
sad thanaarMS to toe vrertsi as'hauptesl' 
incfuds Bath. Chester. Edinburgh. 
Glasgow, London and - most often cited 
as Brttain'c 'mnst-nnintod' city - Tofk. 
wtHch cUima 140 ghosts and otters 
nsitoriaev.naooama'sorftt Burs'. 

1 Crawford m Scatlsiid and Pluckley 

in karg both claim to be Bntain's most 
ftauided village, and there are atxut 150 
.hoMi anuid bit ounby but sell 
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biBiBcIm on the ibangih of their 
ghosts. The British TomsIAiithonty 
orixhicas a guide to haunted urns and 
hotofs, but bie Icaflef is only availAte 
abmad. osving to ooncam about Bio 
Trade Desonebons <cl 

In Wiltohire mere are tarmars who 
earn thousands of posnds every summer 
hum tounsta who want to see bww ciup 
circles: at Glastonbury, most ol the local 

economy is based on the rainbow hordes 
ot New Age tounsts svho are drasvn by 
bie tosvn’s alleged Bsociabom with 
Jesis. Joseph ol Aramattiei. Kmg 
Arthur and venous 'earth my st ena s ’. 
ButnowheramBntaincanauitocom- 
pett snth Loch Ken, where 500.000 


nsiton seend in the tafnn of 125 mil¬ 
lion each year. 

ktcraaKigty, therais co fl aj abthui 

from abroad. Paranonnal tounsts can 

vBit Area 51, Nevada (sea page 12). or 

RcaweiL Now Heucofsae page K). to 
impact Bit alleged sites of Bie world's 
riiJsl Widtiv bHwved-in UFO ncidHits. 

They Ctoi took at the alleged aloi Imlsy- 

strip at Naica «i Ren. they can entoy 
'aarbi nydanas' at Ayen Rock in 

Aiabaka. or Bwy can evn eaenoxa bie 
Bnl of llyeig ovw the BemiiOa TriavK. 

Ch. If they prefer their mystones 
Quaa-Ragaii lobiB’than can-mditc. 
Biey can tom the growing band ot 
Britoro who arc taking Bwu conspiracy 


Btoones and their metal dotecton to 
Rcmes-le-Cnateau. This is the bny 
Fyrenoan village made famous by The 
Holy Blood and ba Holy Grail 0912). 
ba booh which no esligal e d ai aeara 
myatary invohrtng the booibility ot 
Jesus having had chiMion who orated 
op Ml Franco, sold more bun one nellion 
capias and made Its aibms. Mgh^ 

BalgenL Richard Uigh and Heray 

Lntooln. nch men. The bny village iv- 

lesiUy attracts 15.000 visitors a year. 

All of which goes to snow thaL even 
if evarytxa else wxirs scorn on your 
pwatormal eipanences, you can always 
bo sure ot a sympathebc hearng horn 
your local tourtol board. 



Rennes to Chateasi, famed tor Ri 
<l>Bsf-ioi9aa conspiraey theories 
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